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April 18, 2021 
3rd Sunday of Easter 

 

Worship Participants 

Preaching Today:  Pastor Meredith McGrath  
Assisting Minister: Pastor Lamont Koerner 
Organist/Pianist:  Brian Voss 
Reader: Mary Schaefer 

On this third Sunday of Easter we hear Jesus ask, “which is easier, to say your sins are forgiven, or pick up your 
mat and walk?” Jesus, then urges a paralyzed man to “rise up” and walk. Resurrection life sets us free from all 
that keeps us paralyzed. Jesus bids us too to rise up and move into life renewed and reborn! 

Prelude 

Welcome 

Ringing of the Bells 

Hymn: ELW 377 - Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!, verses 1, 3, & 5 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from 
tears to joy. 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to 

our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 

Make us one, risen Christ. 

Cleanse our hearts. 

Shower us with life.  

To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. Amen. 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ among us, you 
break the bonds of sin, shame, guilt, and fear. You raise us up as witnesses of all you have done and free us to 
move in service to others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Reading: Acts 3:12-19 

Gospel: Mark 2:1-12 

Sermon  

Hymn:  ELW 579 - Lord, You Give the Great Commission, verses 1 & 5 

Prayers of the People  

Offering 

Offering Prayer 

God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the gifts we 
offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

Communion - Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 

Table Blessing/Prayer 

Blessing and Sending 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. Amen. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

Postlude  

 

 

 

 

Commemorations: 

Olavus Petri, priest, died 1552; Laurentius Petri, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1573; renewers of the church 
Monday, April 19, 2021 

These two brothers studied with Luther at the University of Wittenberg and then returned to their native Sweden to 
introduce the Lutheran reforms. Olavus published a catechism and hymnal; Laurentius was a professor who defended 
the office of bishop and later became one. 

 

For readings, refer to your Bible or use an online Bible source, such as Bible Gateway. [NOTE: The New Revised Standard 
Version (NRSV) is used.] 

https://www.biblegateway.com/

