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August 29, 2021 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Worship Participants 
Preaching Today:  Pastor Meredith McGrath 
Organist/Pianist: Brian Voss 
Reader: Joan Detzler 

 

There is a lot packed into eight short verses. An introduction composed by the Gospel writer who tells us this is a parable about 
prayer. The parable itself as told by Jesus. There are two characters. Which one is this about? The unjust judge or the persistent 
widow? Finally, Jesus comments on the parable who ends by focusing attention on faith. What’s going on here? 

Prelude 

Welcome 

Ringing of the Bells 

Hymn: Sweet Hour of Prayer, verses 1 & 2 

V1 Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!  
that calls me from a world of care,  
and bids me at my Father's throne  
make all my wants and wishes known.  
In seasons of distress and grief,  
my soul has often found relief,  
and oft escaped the tempter's snare  
by thy return, sweet hour of prayer! 

V2 Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!  
the joys I feel, the bliss I share  
of those whose anxious spirits burn  
with strong desires for thy return!  
With such I hasten to the place  
where God my Savior shows his face,  
and gladly take my station there,  
and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

God of wonders, give us fresh eyes to better see you. Help us put aside our fears and hesitations, that we may care for 
ALL our neighbors. You are the source of light, wisdom, and life for the world. We aspire to be compassionate like 
you. In your holy name we pray, Amen. 

Reading: Genesis 32:22-31 

Gospel: Luke 18:1-8 

Sermon  

Hymn:  ELW 592 Just As I Am, verses 1 & 2 

Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
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On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Offering 

Offering Prayer 

God of wonders, we are grateful for the trees you give us to climb. Help us to climb farther into your stories: seeing 
you more fully, breathing more peacefully, sharing ourselves more completely. To you we gladly offer ourselves; our 
work, our rest, our resources, and our love. In your blessed name we pray, Amen. 

Prayers of the People  

Lord’s Prayer  

Blessing and Sending 

The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. Amen. 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude  

 
Volunteer Opportunities 

Below are two upcoming opportunities for volunteering – Taco Daze and God’s Work, Our Hands. In addition, watch for the 
September Messenger to find additional opportunities where you can help out.  

September 11, Taco Daze Hometown Heroes Parade. The Elim 
Foundation will be doing a float with the theme of “Gifting 
Locally and Globally to Heroes for 25 years!” Some foundation 
committee members will be there walking alongside the float 
handing out candy in bags. 

Thanks to a generous donation from Peter and Colleen Nora we 
will also have some cool Chip Clips to hand out. The clips have 
our Elim logo, website address, and a Bible verse on them. The 
clips will be attached to treats and handed out along the 
parade route. 

You can help by walking with us and handing out Foundation 
treat bags and Elim Chip Clips. Or you could snag a chair on the 
float and help keep the walkers supplied with hand-outs. 
If you are not able to attend the parade, how about donating 
some bags of candy?! 

September 12, God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday.  Wear your 
work clothes to church. Bring gloves if you are going to be 
helping with outdoor projects. At the end of our 9:30 worship 
service we will have a blessing of the workers who will be 
heading out to continue to worship and serve through projects 
in the community. 

This year we will be partnering with the Lions Club. They are 
planning to have a Breakfast Meeting on that Sunday morning 
at 11:00, after which time the work would begin. Anyone is 
welcome to the breakfast meeting.  

There are several options for projects. Outside we will be 
taking down tents and picking up trash from Taco Daze. Inside 
projects include packaging eyeglasses, packaging pop tabs, and 
addressing post cards. 

Please contact the church office (651-433-2723) by Thursday, 
September 9 so we can let the Lions Club know how many will 
be attending. 

 


