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August 16, 2020 
11th Sunday After Pentecost 

Prelude: Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken (Elim Handbell Choir) 

Welcome 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you 
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow 
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. To our most merciful God, do you confess 
that you are captive to sin and cannot free yourself? Do you confess that you have sinned against God in 
thought, word, and deed, by what you have done and by what you have left undone? Do you confess that you 
have not loved God with your whole heart; that you have not loved your neighbors as yourself? 
If so say, “I do.” I do. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Opening Hymn: ELW 858 - Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
Prayer of the Day (See Celebrate insert) 

Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 (see Celebrate insert) 

Gospel: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 (See Celebrate insert) 

Sermon (Pastor Scott Westphal) 

Hymn of the Day:  ELW 886 - O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

Prayers of Intercession (See Celebrate insert) 

Communion (if applicable) and Lord’s Prayer 

Blessing and Sending 

Postlude  
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Elements of the Celebrate© Insert for August 16, 2020 

Introduction to the day 

In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God will gather the 
outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her 
request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its 
mission to those on the margins of society? In our gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be 
signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need. 

Prayer of the Day 

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your 
Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need. 

Lord, you gather the church to be part of your mission as ambassadors of Jesus Christ. As Jesus acknowledged 
the great faith of a woman from outside his people, help your church discover and find blessing in the faith of 
people we might reject. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

You have blessed us with the bounty of the earth. Grant your grace to all your creatures, that the earth will 
flourish. Relieve waters choked by garbage, renew soils stripped of nutrients, and refresh the air all creatures 
need to live. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

You call the nations to be glad and sing for joy. Let your way be known among all the nations of the world, 
now divided by competing interests, contending alliances, and consumed by enormous worry. Bless us and 
make your face shine upon all. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

You show unexpected mercy, kindness, and generosity. We pray for those who do not have enough, for 
outcasts in our villages, cities, and town, and for those who need your healing (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

In you we live and move and have our being. Grant our congregation (name) grace to find our life refreshed in 
you. Accompany us in the rhythms of late summer. Give us rest and renewal, and strengthen us for mission in 
your name. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Your eternal promises are more than we could ever imagine. As you gather all the saints (especially), join us 
also with them on the great day of your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

For readings, refer to your Bible or use an online Bible source, such as Bible Gateway. [NOTE: The New Revised 
Standard Version (NRSV) is used.] 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/

