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August 30, 2020 
13th Sunday After Pentecost 

Prelude 

Welcome 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you 
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow 
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. To our most merciful God, do you confess 
that you are captive to sin and cannot free yourself? Do you confess that you have sinned against God in 
thought, word, and deed, by what you have done and by what you have left undone? Do you confess that you 
have not loved God with your whole heart; that you have not loved your neighbors as yourself? 
If so say, “I do.” I do. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Hymn: ELW 810 - O Jesus, I Have Promised 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day (See Celebrate insert) 

Reading: Romans 12:9-21 (see Celebrate insert) 

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28 (See Celebrate insert) 

Sermon (Pastor Scott Westphal) 

Hymn:  ELW 817 - You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore 

Prayers of Intercession (See Celebrate insert) 

Communion (when applicable) and Lord’s Prayer 

Blessing and Sending 

Postlude  
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Elements of the Celebrate© Insert for August 30, 2020 

Introduction to the day 

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in God’s words the delight of his 
heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives 
in losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly and not 
repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for the sake of our 
suffering world. 

Prayer of the Day 

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his 
example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need. 

God of faithfulness, you bid your people to follow Jesus. Set the mind of your church on divine things. Grant us 
trust in you, that we lose our lives for the sake of Christ and thereby discover joy in life through him. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of wonder, the earth is yours and all that is in it. Heal your creation and give us eyes to see the world as 
you do. As the seasons change, pattern the rhythm of our lives in harmony with all creation. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of all nations, you call us to live peaceably with all. Give us ears to hear one another, even those we name 
as enemies. Fill all leaders with mercy and understanding, that they advocate and genuinely care for those 
who are poor and most vulnerable in their communities. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of salvation, you promise to deliver us. Give those who suffer a strong sense of your presence and love. 
Accompany those who are uncertain, raise the spirits of those who are despairing, and heal the sick 
(especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of community, you call us to rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, and persevere in prayer. Make our 
congregation a workshop of your love. When we quarrel, bring reconciliation. Help us overcome evil with 
good. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of all grace, you give us everlasting life. In love we recall your holy ones who now live in your undying light 
(especially). In our remembering, give us a foretaste of the feast to come. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

For readings, refer to your Bible or use an online Bible source, such as Bible Gateway. [NOTE: The New Revised 
Standard Version (NRSV) is used.] 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/

