July 19, 2020
7 Sunday After Pentecost
th

Prelude: Breathe on Me, Breath of God (Handbell Choir)
Welcome
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We
are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By
grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.
Opening Hymn: When Morning Guilds the Skies
Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day (See Celebrate insert)
Reading: Romans 8:12-25 (see Celebrate insert)
Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 (See Celebrate insert)
Sermon (Pastor Scott Westphal)
Hymn of the Day: Oh, That I had a Thousand Voices
Prayers of Intercession (See Celebrate insert)
Communion and Lord’s Prayer
Blessing and Sending
Postlude
From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Augsburg Fortress License # SB154746

Elements of the Celebrate© Insert for July 19, 2019
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the weeds Jesus
suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be set
free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the
promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.
Prayer of the Day
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit
nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.
God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of
Jesus Christ into your field. Help your church throughout
the world to be both diligent and patient, full of resolve
and gentleness, that our witness may be faithful to your
intentions. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us
refreshment, renewal, and new opportunities. We pray for
the safety of those who travel. We pray for those who
cannot take the rest they need. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.

God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in
labor pains, awaiting the gift of new birth. Renew the
earth, sky, and sea, so that all your creation experiences
freedom from the bondage of decay. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun
in your endless kingdom. We remember with thanksgiving
the saints of all times and places and saints close to us
(especially). Gather us with them on the day of salvation.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your
in your truth. Mend the fabric of the human family, now
love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ
torn apart by our fearful and warring ways (regions and
our Lord. Amen.
nations in conflict may be named). Guide us by your mercy,
grace, and steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are
near to the brokenhearted. Open our hearts to your
children who are lonely and abandoned, who feel trapped
by despair, and all who suffer in any way (especially). Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For readings, refer to your Bible or use an online Bible source, such as Bible Gateway. [NOTE: The New Revised
Standard Version (NRSV) is used.]
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