
 

July 26, 2020 
8th Sunday After Pentecost 

Prelude 

Welcome 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We 
are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we 
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By 

grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 

Opening Hymn: God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens  

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day (See Celebrate insert) 

Reading: Romans 8:26-39 (see Celebrate insert) 

Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 (See Celebrate insert) 

Sermon (Pastor Meredith McGrath) 

Prayers of Intercession (See Celebrate insert) 

Lord’s Prayer 

Blessing and Sending 

Closing Hymn:  Sent Forth by God's Blessing 

Postlude  
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Elements of the Celebrate© Insert for July 26, 2019 

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s gospel Jesus 
offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that 
penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s 
reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first! 

Prayer of the Day   

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of 
justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need. 

Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in common things: a mustard shrub, a woman baking bread, a 
fishing net. Help your church witness to the surprising yet common ways you encounter us in daily life. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 

When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. Increase our understanding and awe of your 
creation; guide the work of scientists and researchers. Treasuring the earth, may we live as grateful and 
healing caretakers of our home. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

As the birds of the air nest in branches of trees, gather the nations of the world into the welcoming shade of 
your merciful reign. Direct leaders of nations to build trust with each other and walk in the way of peace. 
(Here a particular world struggle may be named.) Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints according to your will. Help us when we do 
not know how to pray. Give comfort to the dying, refuge to the weary, justice to those who are oppressed, 
and healing to the sick (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

You show steadfast love and direct us to ask of you what we need. Help this congregation ask boldly for what 
is most needed. Refresh us with new dreams of being your people in this place and time. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

In you our lives are never lost. Strengthen us by the inspiring witness of your people in all times and places. 
Embolden our witness now and one day gather us with all your saints in light (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

For readings, refer to your Bible or use an online Bible source, such as Bible Gateway. [NOTE: The New Revised 
Standard Version (NRSV) is used.] 
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