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October 11, 2020 
19th Sunday After Pentecost 

Prelude 

Welcome 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you 
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow 
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. To our most merciful God, do you confess 
that you are captive to sin and cannot free yourself? Do you confess that you have sinned against God in 
thought, word, and deed, by what you have done and by what you have left undone? Do you confess that you 
have not loved God with your whole heart; that you have not loved your neighbors as yourself? 
If so say, “I do.” I do. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Hymn: The God of Abraham Praise 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day (See Celebrate insert) 

Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9 (see Celebrate insert) 

Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14 (See Celebrate insert) 

Sermon (Pastor Meredith McGrath) 

Hymn:  Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life 

Prayers of Intercession (See Celebrate insert) 

Communion (when applicable) and Lord’s Prayer 

Blessing and Sending 

Postlude  
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Elements of the Celebrate© Insert for October 11, 2020 

Introduction to the day 

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever. In Jesus’ 
parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our 
liturgy God spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which 
surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth to share the 
wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God. 

Prayer of the Day 

Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with abundance. Call 
us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people 
of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

Gracious host, fill your church with a spirit of joyous hospitality. We pray for bishops, teachers, church leaders, 
and all children of God as they invite others to your table of boundless grace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

Gracious host, as creation waits with eager longing for redemption, protect your creatures that are 
mistreated. Restore valleys, mountains and pastures, and still and running waters. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 

Gracious host, as you set a table in the presence of enemies, so bless the efforts of diplomats, international 
peace workers, and world leaders who navigate conflict. May they proceed with dialogue and understanding, 
so that justice and peace prevails. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Gracious host, let your gentleness be known among those who are weary or ill (especially). Strengthen 
doctors, medical care workers, and caretakers who see to their needs. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Gracious host, when we are quick to judge outward appearance, remind us how you clothe all in your mercy. 
We pray for ministries that provide needed clothing and other personal care assistance in this community 
(local ministries can be named). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Gracious host, as we remember those who have died and are gathered at the heavenly banquet, comfort us 
with your presence. Assure us of your peace at all times. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

For readings, refer to your Bible or use an online Bible source, such as Bible Gateway. [NOTE: The New Revised 
Standard Version (NRSV) is used.] 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/

