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October 18, 2020 
20th Sunday After Pentecost 

Prelude 

Welcome 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you 
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow 
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. To our most merciful God, do you confess 
that you are captive to sin and cannot free yourself? Do you confess that you have sinned against God in 
thought, word, and deed, by what you have done and by what you have left undone? Do you confess that you 
have not loved God with your whole heart; that you have not loved your neighbors as yourself? 
If so say, “I do.” I do. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Hymn: God Is Here! 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day (See Celebrate insert) 

Reading: Isaiah 45:1-7 (see Celebrate insert) 

Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22 (See Celebrate insert) 

Sermon (Pastor Meredith McGrath) 

Hymn:  Lift Every Voice and Sing 

Prayers of Intercession (See Celebrate insert) 

Communion (when applicable) and Lord’s Prayer 

Blessing and Sending 

Postlude  
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Elements of the Celebrate© Insert for October 18, 2020 

Introduction to the day 

In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When the Pharisees try 
to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him and to God what belongs to God. To 
gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. 
Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world. 

Prayer of the Day 

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; created for you, let us 
act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

Gracious God, you call us by name and invite us to share your good news. Send your Holy Spirit among 
preachers, missionaries, and evangelists. We give thanks for the witness of your servant Luke, the evangelist, 
whom the church commemorates today. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of praise, the heavens and all creation declare your salvation. From the rising of the sun to its setting, may 
the whole universe show forth your goodness. Raise up devoted stewards of all that you have made. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of all, may your word of justice sound forth in every place. Restore divided nations and communities with 
reconciling truth. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of light, we pray for those living with pain, illness, isolation, grief, anger, or doubt (especially). Join their 
voices in a new song, assuring them that you call them each by name. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of truth, you show no partiality. May your spirit guide the work of justices, magistrates, court officials, 
and all vocations of the law, that your promise of restoration may be known. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

Living God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, so raise up those who have died in you (especially). We give 
thanks for their witness, confident of your rescuing welcome for all. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

For readings, refer to your Bible or use an online Bible source, such as Bible Gateway. [NOTE: The New Revised 
Standard Version (NRSV) is used.] 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/

