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October 4, 2020 
18th Sunday After Pentecost 

Prelude 

Welcome 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you 
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow 
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. To our most merciful God, do you confess 
that you are captive to sin and cannot free yourself? Do you confess that you have sinned against God in 
thought, word, and deed, by what you have done and by what you have left undone? Do you confess that you 
have not loved God with your whole heart; that you have not loved your neighbors as yourself? 
If so say, “I do.” I do. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Hymn: Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day (See Celebrate insert) 

Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7 (see Celebrate insert) 

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46 (See Celebrate insert) 

Sermon (Pastor Meredith McGrath) 

Hymn:  Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth 

Prayers of Intercession (See Celebrate insert) 

Communion (when applicable) and Lord’s Prayer 

Blessing and Sending 

Postlude  
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Elements of the Celebrate© Insert for October 4, 2020 

Introduction to the day 

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of Israel, the prophets’ 
mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of 
Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with 
wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection. 

Prayer of the Day 

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those 
things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

Holy God, you call us to work for peace and justice in your vineyard. Refresh the church with your life, that we 
may bear fruit through work and service. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Thank you for the abundant harvest of the earth. Bless and care for those whose hands bring the fruits of the 
earth to the tables of all who hunger. May we be inspired by your servants who cared deeply for your creation 
(especially Francis of Assisi, whom we commemorate today). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Curb the impulses of greed and pride that lead us to take advantage of others. Grant that world leaders 
(especially) seek the fruits of the kingdom for the good and welfare of all people. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

Sustain all who suffer with the promise of new life. Assured of your presence, heal our pain and suffering, and 
equip us to embrace all bodies aching for wholeness of mind, body, and soul. We call to mind those who are 
struggling today (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for all managers in our community and for all who seek employment. Give hope and a future to those 
who lack meaningful work, those who have been marginalized or abused in the workplace, and those who 
desire new opportunities. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Thank you for the saints who teach us to live faithfully in your vineyard (especially Theodor Fliedner, renewer 
of society). May our chorus join theirs until our labor is complete. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

For readings, refer to your Bible or use an online Bible source, such as Bible Gateway. [NOTE: The New Revised 
Standard Version (NRSV) is used.] 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/

