
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Augsburg Fortress License # SB154746 
 

 

September 20, 2020 
16th Sunday After Pentecost 

Prelude 

Welcome 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you 
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow 
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. To our most merciful God, do you confess 
that you are captive to sin and cannot free yourself? Do you confess that you have sinned against God in 
thought, word, and deed, by what you have done and by what you have left undone? Do you confess that you 
have not loved God with your whole heart; that you have not loved your neighbors as yourself? 
If so say, “I do.” I do. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Hymn: Dearest Jesus, at Your Word 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day (See Celebrate insert) 

Reading: Philippians 1:21-30 (see Celebrate insert) 

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16 (See Celebrate insert) 

Sermon (Pastor Meredith McGrath) 

Hymn:  There's a Wideness in God's Mercy 

Prayers of Intercession (See Celebrate insert) 

Communion (when applicable) and Lord’s Prayer 

Blessing and Sending 

Postlude  
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Elements of the Celebrate© Insert for September 20, 2020 

Introduction to the day 

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of God is like that of a 
landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what time of day they began to work. When God 
changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and 
merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As 
Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we cannot rely on 
our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this gospel challenges the church, equip it for 
its works of service. Strengthen those who suffer for Christ (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—nothing in creation is outside your concern, mighty 
God. In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit of generosity toward all you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. Bring peace to places of conflict and 
violence (especially). Inspire leaders with creativity and wisdom. Bless the work of negotiators, peacekeepers, 
and development workers. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, 
ready to relent from punishing. Accompany judges and lawyers, victims of crime and those serving sentences. 
Give fruitful labor and a livelihood to those seeking work. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life, health, and courage to all who are in 
need (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us. Give us faithfulness to follow them, 
living for Christ, until you call us to join them in the joyful song around his throne. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

For readings, refer to your Bible or use an online Bible source, such as Bible Gateway. [NOTE: The New Revised 
Standard Version (NRSV) is used.] 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/

