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November 15, 2020 
24th Sunday After Pentecost 

Worship Participants 

Organist/Pianist:  Janet Beckman 
Hymn Leader:  Joan Detzler 
Reader:  Janet Beckman 
Assisting Minister:  Pastor Meredith McGrath 
Preaching Today:  Pastor Lamont Koerner 

Prelude 

Welcome 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you 
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow 
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Hymn: O Worship the King 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day (See next page) 

Reading: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 

Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30 

Sermon  

Offering 

Hymn:  When Peace, Like a River 

Prayers of the People (See next page) 

Communion (when applicable) and Lord’s Prayer 

Blessing and Sending 

Postlude  
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Elements of the Celebrate© Insert for November 15, 2020 

Introduction to the Day 

Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims that the coming day of the LORD 
will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul says it will come like a thief in the night and urges us to be awake 
and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time, for the 
greater and common good. In a world filled with violence and despair, we gather around signs of hope—word, 
water, bread, and wine—eager to welcome the good news of Christ’s coming among us. 

Prayer of the Day 

Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all that we have. 
Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By the fire of your Holy Spirit, unify us 
across ministries, congregations, and denominations, and refine us to participate in your activity throughout 
the world. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and praise you for the beauty of nature (local 
places of natural beauty may be named). Bless the earth for your glory and restore its integrity where 
exploitation has caused ruin. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all leaders. Increase concern for those who are most 
vulnerable, especially as international leaders forge trade agreements and cooperate to end human rights 
abuses. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the heavy clouds of depression, chronic 
illness, unemployment, and loneliness with your radiant light. Send us as encouragement and signs of your 
healing. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to those at the margins. Release our desire 
for control and open us to learn from the perspectives of others. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the saints at rest from their labors (especially). 
Rouse us to live by their example, that saints yet to come may also know your love. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation around 
your throne where you will reign forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

For readings, refer to your Bible or use an online Bible source, such as Bible Gateway. [NOTE: The New Revised 
Standard Version (NRSV) is used.] 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/

